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HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. POLIQUIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourn today, it adjourn to
meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MITCHELL). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Maine?

There was no objection.

———

NATIONAL DRUG COURT MONTH

(Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Speaker, today I stand to
support the lifesaving work of drug
courts and veterans treatment courts
during this National Drug Court
Month, and to honor a constituent of
mine with an incredible success story.

These courts are an indispensable re-
source to law enforcement and other
community stakeholders impacted by
the opioid epidemic, claiming the lives
of 91 Americans each and every day.

Timothy Wynn is a veterans treat-
ment court graduate from my district,
whom I had the honor of meeting
today. When the decorated marine re-
turned home from Iraq in 2003, he
turned to alcohol and other substances
to ease his transition back into soci-
ety. His substance use escalated. He
found himself arrested seven times, and
spent a year of his life in prison away
from his young family. After his final
arrest, Tim found the Philadelphia
Veterans Treatment Court, where he
was given the accountability he needed
while also connecting him to the serv-
ices he had earned.

Today, Tim is reunited with his fam-
ily and continues his mission as the
mentor coordinator for the court where
he once stood as a participant.

There are drug court and veterans
treatment court graduates just like
Tim across the Nation. I call on my
colleagues to support these graduates
and the good work of drug courts and
veterans treatment courts.

————
ABILITYONE PROGRAM

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the AbilityOne Pro-
gram and its countless contributions to
our communities and to people with
disabilities.

Through this important program,
community-based nonprofit agencies
across the Nation have employed more
than 45,000 people who are blind or dif-
ferently abled. The AbilityOne Pro-
gram harnesses the purchasing power
of the Federal Government to buy
products from these agencies, which
have made it their mission to employ
and train the blind and disabled.

Established in 1983, the program con-
tinues to empower those with disabil-
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ities by providing gainful employment
to a segment of our population who
typically experience one of the highest
rates of unemployment in the Nation.
These critically important employ-
ment opportunities have led to in-
creased independence and enhanced
quality of life for scores of disabled
Americans.

Recently, I had the opportunity to
tour an AbilityOne participant in the
22nd District of New York: Human
Technologies Corporation located in
Utica. This facility employs nearly 600
people on an annual basis.

As a critical part of our community,
I am honored to serve this AbilityOne
agency and their team of dedicated em-
ployees, who continue to make a sig-
nificant economic impact on our region
through the creation of quality prod-
ucts and services to government agen-
cies across all sectors.

——
REMEMBERING RICHARD COLLINS

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, over the
weekend, a young man in my district
was killed in what appears to be a vi-
cious crime, probably motivated by
hate.

U.S. Army Second Lieutenant Rich-
ard W. Collins, III, was just days away
from graduating from Bowie State Uni-
versity. Richard stood on the threshold
of what promised to be a life of service
to his country.

He has been remembered by family
and friends as a kind soul, an angel,
and a national treasure.

All of wus across Maryland were
shocked and devastated when we
learned of the attack that took his
life—an unprovoked attack at a bus
station waiting for an Uber to pick him
up. An individual came along and
asked him to step left—whatever that
meant. He said: “No, I won’t.” And he
was stabbed in the chest.

We were deeply alarmed to learn that
the suspect in Richard’s murder be-
longed to an alleged online White su-
premacist group. Richard was African
American. Richard’s murderer must be
held to account under the full weight
of our laws, and, hopefully, he will be.

His life is a reminder of everything
that makes our Nation extraordinary.
His death is a painful reminder that
our work in overcoming hatred in this
country is far from over.

I have been keeping Richard’s par-
ents and family in my thoughts and in
my prayers this week, and I will con-
tinue to do so.

Mr. Speaker, | rise with a very heavy heart
to mourn the loss of a young man in my dis-
trict who was killed over the weekend in a
possible hate-crime. U.S. Army Second Lieu-
tenant Richard W. Collins Il was just days
away from graduating from Bowie State Uni-
versity College of Business when he was
stabbed by an assailant while waiting at a bus
stop in College Park on the campus of the
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University of Maryland. He was there to visit
friends and celebrate his having been commis-
sioned as an officer in the Army just two days
earlier.

At age twenty-three, Richard stood on the
threshold of what promised to be an exciting
life of service to his country, and the Army
was fortunate to have such a driven and tal-
ented young person so eager to be a part of
defending our nation. Richard represented the
best of the Fifth District, the best of Maryland,
and the best of America. All of us across the
region were shocked and devastated when we
learned of the attack that took his life. We
were deeply dismayed as well to learn that the
suspect in Richard’s murder belonged to an
alleged online white supremacist group with
references in its name to Nazism and to the
so-called ‘Alt-Right’ movement that espouses
xenophobia and racial hatred. The FBI is now
investigating, and Richard’s murderer must be
held to account under the full weight of our
laws.

In viewing this tragedy, it is easy to get
caught up in the details of who perpetrated the
crime and why. But the real story | wish to
share with my colleagues is Richard’s story.
The story of a young man who was so proud
to put on his Army uniform and had diligently
drilled as a member of the ROTC in college.
He has been remembered by family and
friends as a ‘kind soul,” an ‘angel,’” and ‘a na-
tional treasure.” The loss of this outstanding
young Marylander and young American dimin-
ishes us all.

| have been keeping Richard’s parents and
extended family in my thoughts and in my
prayers these past few days, and | will surely
continue to be inspired by his memory for a
long time to come. His life is a reminder of ev-
erything that makes our nation extraordinary
His death is a painful reminder that the work
of banishing hatred from our midst is far from
over and will require each and every one of us
to share in the task. May God bless the mem-
ory of Second Lieutenant Richard W Collins III
and watch over his family and his community
in this hour of their grief.

———

PROMOTING FREEDOM,
ANTICORRUPTION, THE RULE OF
LAW, AND AN INDEPENDENT JU-
DICIARY SYSTEM IN NICARAGUA

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
today, the Western Hemisphere Sub-
committee passed a bill that I au-
thored, the Nicaraguan Investment and
Conditionality Act, the NICA Act.

I thank Chairman DUNCAN and Rank-
ing Member SIRES for working with me
to pass this important bipartisan meas-
ure that seeks to promote freedom,
anticorruption, the rule of law, and
supports an independent judiciary sys-
tem in Nicaragua.

This measure sends a strong message
of support to the people of Nicaragua
that they are not alone. We in the
United States Congress recognize their
plight and aspirations for a better fu-
ture of freedom and opportunity. We
share their values of a free and fair
electoral system, of justice and liberty



May 24, 2017

for all Nicaraguans, and we support
their pursuit of a more open and demo-
cratic society.

————

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S BUDGET

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my concern about the
President’s budget, and, in particular,
the $610 billion in proposed cuts to
Medicaid over the next 10 years.

In my district on the central coast of
California, Medicaid provides
healthcare to over 280,000 people. These
are people that need it the most, in-
cluding low-income families, children,
disabled, and pregnant women.

Clinics and hospitals, particularly in
rural communities like my district,
rely on Medicaid to provide patients
with mandatory and preventative serv-
ices. Employees from the number one
industry in my area—agriculture—rely
on those health clinics so that they can
stay healthy and ultimately contribute
to our economy and our culture.

If Medicaid is cut, as desired in the
President’s budget, it will hurt not just
my community, it will hurt our coun-
try.

Throughout our Nation, millions
would lose healthcare, healthcare clin-
ics would close, and many insurance
companies who partner with Medicaid
would see cuts in their reimbursement
rates substantially.

I realize that many of us in Wash-
ington have not been on Medicaid, but
many of us need to realize that Med-
icaid benefits many of the Americans
that sent us here. The least we can do
is support them and their families by
fighting against the President’s budget
and fighting to keep funding for Med-
icaid.

———
MARCH DEFICIT AND BALANCING
TRADE

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, President
Trump recently told The Economist
that he is ‘‘absolutely a free-trader.”
Ohioans would be the first to tell you
that free trade and fair trade do not
mean the same thing.

Our trade deficit ballooned to $43.7
billion in March of this year—more red
ink and more lost jobs. That skewed
gap is even more pronounced with
NAFTA nations, where we have a huge
negative imbalance, totaling over $16
billion with Mexico and nearly $7 bil-
lion with Canada. That yields over
115,000 more forfeited jobs in our coun-
try.

Yes, trade deficits translate into lost
jobs and lower wages for our workers
like steelworkers that have been bat-
tered in Lorain, Ohio. We must stop
these trade practices that snuff out our
jobs and hurt our communities.
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That is why tomorrow I will be re-
introducing the Balancing Trade Act.
This bill requires an actual U.S. policy
that takes the trade deficit seriously.
It provides real achievable steps to bal-
ance our trade deficits with countries
with which we hold a deficit of over $10
billion for three consecutive years.

I urge President Trump to support
this measure as a reasonable step for-
ward. Let us help heal heartland com-
munities, many of which elected him.
Let us seek trade solutions that lift up
our people and create new jobs on all
sides of North America’s borders, but
starting here in the good old USA.

————
PRESIDENT TRUMP’S BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. RASKIN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I am de-
lighted to be here this evening, and I
am delighted to be hosting the Progres-
sive Caucus Special Order hour. We
have a number of Members who are
going to join us to discuss the Presi-
dent’s budget proposal, which appears
to have been written at Trump Tower,
primarily for the benefit of people
spending the weekend at the Mar-a-
Lago Club in Florida.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. POCAN), to kick
off our analysis of the Trump budget.
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Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate this opportunity. I would like to
thank the gentleman from Maryland.

The Progressive Caucus has its own
version of a budget which we have dis-
cussed on the floor of Congress pre-
viously that we will be glad to put ex-
actly next to the budget that has been
produced by this President, because
our budget takes a completely dif-
ferent course than the budget that has
been put forth by the Trump adminis-
tration.

We can tell you, now that we have
seen the budget from the Republicans,
it hits every fear that we thought was
going to be in it. There are very few
winners, and there are an awful lot of
losers in the budget, and that is what
we are going to try to show today, just
who some of the winners are and who
some of the losers are, just to give you
a visual display of exactly what is in
this Trump budget.

So what people need to know is that
this is a budget that is not for the aver-
age person across the country. In fact,
the average person will be hurt in mul-
tiple ways by the cuts that are in this
budget. There are very few in this
country who are going to applaud this,
but it is very few because this is a
budget that only benefits a very few.
And we, in the Progressive Caucus, are
going to do everything we can to fight
this, tooth and nail, to make sure this
doesn’t become law.
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Let me just show a few of the win-
ners that we have on this. One of the
winners are the wealthiest Americans.
This is going to reduce trillions of dol-
lars in taxes that are primarily paid by
the wealthy. So clearly, the wealthy
are going to do well.

Another group that does well is Wall
Street and Big corporations. This budg-
et slashes regulations for Big banks
that caused the great recession, and it
defunds the agency that is charged
with protecting consumers.

Another beneficiary is defense con-
tractors—a $54 billion boost in defense
spending at the expense of nearly every
other program. That will increase
money that will purchase unnecessary
new weapons.

The border wall. This is going to put
down a $1.6 billion downpayment to
build a wall across the Mexican border,
something that truly is not necessary
and not asked for.

And finally, the last beneficiary is
polluters. This is going to roll back en-
vironmental regulations that protect
our air and water.

So those are the winners on the
Trump budget. But if you look on the
other side of the equation, there are a
whole lot more losers.

Let’s start right up here with our
friend, Big Bird. PBS funding. The
Trump budget would cut funding for
children’s shows like Sesame Street.

Social Security. The Trump budget
will get rid of the insurance to help
people with disabilities.

Meals on Wheels. You know, I have
had the great fortune of doing Meals on
Wheels delivery in Madison, Wisconsin,
which is in my district. And not only is
it often the only meal, the healthy
meal that that person is getting deliv-
ered who often can’t leave their homes,
but it is also that daily check-in to
make sure that person is all right.

I just met with someone who works
with Meals on Wheels, and they said
that there is not a week that goes by
that they don’t find someone who has
fallen in their home and needed that
person to come by for help. Well, the
Trump budget eliminates funding for
programs like Meals on Wheels.

The children’s health insurance and
Medicaid funding specifically for kids
is cut. He cuts dental care for kids,
cancer care for kids, access to inhalers,
and access to vital medical devices for
children.

He cuts nursing home care. Families
are going to be forced to pay more out-
of-pocket for nursing home care.

The school lunch program. Now, I un-
derstand, everyone may not love every-
thing on their tray at lunch, but this is
cutting funding for subsidized lunches,
causing kids literally to go hungry in
this country.

It has education cuts to school and
literacy programs, to teacher training
and class-size reduction. Over 20 pro-
grams are going to be cut. Even Special
Olympics gets a cut in this budget.

Today, we had Secretary DeVos at
the Appropriations Subcommittee for
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